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Things to Note: 

• 100 Year applications 
are available. 

• Camping reservations 
will be open soon—
check the SA website 
for more information. 

• Financial Statements 
are available online! 

 

• Have an idea for this 
newsletter?   Contact 
Us!  

 

 

 

• Hanna Learning Center 
Winter Program is on 
now check it out online.  
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Return to Rural (R2R)    by Christie Dick 

Return to Rural will change the way we look at 
youth retention in our rural communities.  Tradi-
tional rural youth initiatives encourage youth to 
stay or leave, with little “in-between”, while our 
initiative provides options and encourages the 
possibilities.  This mature youth 
retention and expansion project 
will provide opportunities for 
young people to connect with 
technology and business sup-
ports, local government, opportu-
nities and other youth interested 
in returning  or are committed to 
staying.    

One of our main project goals is 
to mobilize young people aged 21
-45 to take proactive roles in building our com-
munity.  Three focus groups met in late Novem-
ber, to discuss and define how our community 
could become a place of choice for young people 
to live, work and learn.  The groups were in-
credibly inspiring and provided us with a multi-
tude of ideas and opinions.  Some of the key 
ideas brought forward were the need for:  long-
range recreational planning for all municipalities;  

increased use of video-conferencing and 
technology for education, business and ca-
reer opportunities;  diverse school options 
for participants and their children;  land-use 
changes that would remove cost barriers and 

allow for growth;  in-
creased regional promo-
tion of local business and 
professional/trade skills.  
Over the next two years, 
these groups will con-
tinue to meet and de-
velop connections and 
strategies. 

Other objectives of the 
project are to develop a 

social networking strategy, SAMDA’s got 
Business Talent Event and provide business 
and technology supports through staff posi-
tions.  Watch for more updates on this pro-
ject! 

Check out: 

Return to Rural Facebook Group 

www.samda.ca  

Have you ever thought about how you can advance your education and not have to leave your home commu-
nity… Jeanie did!  Wanting to continue her education, Jeanie was able to return to the University of Saskatche-
wan, via videoconference, for her postsecondary Masters of Nursing nurse practitioner certificate program. 
 

“I live north of Duchess and it is about 50 minutes to Hanna for me. The staff at the Hanna Learning Centre 
provide a tremendous service. The centre is a wonderful resource for rural residents and I am grateful to the 
staff. “ says Jeanie. The Hanna Learning Centre provides new and innovative practices to the communities of 
Special Areas with a new space that incorporates the latest of technology including videoconferencing equip-
ment. 
 

If you think that we could help you, please give us a call at 403-854-2099 and talk to us about your goals for the 
future. 
 

Visit their website: http://www.hannalearning.com  

Hanna Learning Centre 



Composting Corner ________________________by Maeghan Chostner 
Composting is a simple recycling process that 
can be done at home. Compost results from 
the controlled process of decomposing or-
ganic material under oxygen rich conditions. 
Close to 1/3 of the average household’s waste 
is organic material that can be composted, 
which means less waste sent to the landfill. 
Composting improves plant growth by help-
ing to break down clay soils, increasing the 
soil’s water and nutrient holding capacity, and 
adding essential nutrients to the soil. 
Composting will save you money. It gives 
many of the benefits of peat moss, mulch, 
manure – so you don’t have to buy them!  
You know compost is done when it looks like 
dirt, smells like dirt and feels like dirt. 
 
For more information – including how to 
build your own composter at home, please 
visit the Special Areas website at 
www.specialareas.ab.ca or Alberta Environ-
ment’s website at 
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Special Areas 100 Year Farm Family Awards 

Household Compost Uses: 

Mulch – around annual plantings, trees, shrubs, etc. 
Soil Enricher – mix 1/3 compost with 2/3 soil to make a natural fertilizer for your 

plants and vegetables 
Top Dressing on Lawns – increases amount of water held, prevents erosion and run 

off 
Compost Tea – nutrient rich water for flowers and vegetables 

Single Unit containers are the simplest way to compost at home.  Materials are added 
continuously to the pile. The pile is aerated by lifting or loosening it with a pitch fork or 
forking it out and then putting it back into the bin. Finished compost will drop to the 
bottom of the container and can be removed periodically. It can take between 6 months 
and 2 years to get finished compost. 

Applications for the Special Areas 100 Year Farm Family Award are avail-
able. So far we have 64 applications and have approved 42! The application 
process is easy, fill in the form, submit it along with your copy of a Domin-
ion of Land certificate or a copy of your Homestead Entry application , your 
family tree (showing how the land has passed down), and a copy of your cur-
rent tax notice to show you still own the land.   

Contact your District Office for an application or visit: 
www.specialareas.ab.ca.  

Road Committees 
The Road Committee meetings are underway for Spring 2010.  The purpose 
of these meetings is to take requests that the public have made to their road 
committee member and make recommendations for road construction, repair 
and gravelling for the future.  A Road Committee is comprised of elected 
members, the Advisory Councilor for the sub-division, the Director of Mu-
nicipal Services, the Superintendent of Roads, and the District Office Admin-
istrator. Elected members are voted on at the Rate Payer meetings for a 
three-year term to coincide with the election of Advisory Council members. 

Contact information for your local elected member is available in the  front 
pages of the Special Areas Map Book or from the District Office in your 
area.  

In the summer of 2009, each of the Agricultural Service 
Boards purchased a Radio Frequency Identification Tag 
Reader (RFID).  For a refundable deposit of $100, ratepayers 
can borrow the Gallagher Smart Reader HR3 for use on their 
operations.  With all current regulations in the livestock indus-
try, this is a cost and time effective way to gather tag numbers 
and the other necessary information. Contact the District 
Office in your area to book it. 
District Office Phone Numbers: 
Hanna: 403-854-5625 
Oyen: 403-664-3618 
Consort: 403-577-3523 

Tag Readers Available! 

Example of Special Areas 100 Year Plaque  
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Cessford and Area Water Line ____________by Maeghan Chostner 
The Special Areas Board knows the importance 

of providing a safe and assured supply of potable 

water for all ratepayers, especially after the chal-

lenges of the 2009 season. To that end, the Spe-

cial Areas Board has secured a grant from the 

Building Canada Fund – Communities Compo-

nent for the construction of a 85 kilometer pota-

ble water pipeline which will extend from the 

Henry Kroeger Regional Water Services Com-

mission line (just east of Hanna) to service the 

communities of Sunnynook, Pollockville, Cess-

ford and Wardlow.   

The Special Areas Board has contracted MPE 

Engineering Ltd. to begin the process of design-

ing this potable water pipeline.  MPE Engineer-

ing Ltd is currently completing the necessary 

fieldwork to complete the design phase. 

Construction of this water pipeline is expected to 

begin in the summer of 2010, provided tender 

prices fall within budgeted amounts. The Special 

Areas Board is planning for the potable water 

pipeline to be operational by the summer of 

2011.  

As the construction stage of this project draws 

closer, we will be exploring development oppor-

tunities – like tap offs - for individual ratepayers.  

If you have any questions or concerns, or would 

like any further information please contact Owen 

Francis at (403) 854-5625 or via email 

owen.francis@gov.ab.ca.   

The Special Areas Website is going to be changing—if  you have something you’d like to see 
please email specarea@telus.net.  




